THE 


OF THE 


_ Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſter arg Schoolmafters, 


HUMBLY SUBMITTED TO CONSIDERATION. 


HE Toleration Act exempts Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters from the 
penal Laws made againſt Non-conformity, only on Condition of their taking 
the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, mentioned. in an Act made in the 
Firſt Year of the Reign of King William and Queen. Mary, intituled, An Act for 
« removing and preventing all Queſtions and Diſputes concerning the aſſembling and 
« ſitting of this preſent Parliament; upon making and ſubſcribing likewiſe the 
Declaration againſt Popery, mentioned in a Statute made in the Thirtieth Year of the 
Reign of King Charles the Second, intituled, © An Act to prevent Papiſts ſitting in 
« either Houſe of Parliament; and alſo upon ſubſcribing the Articles of Religion, 
mentioned in the Statute made in the Thirteenth Year of the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, intituled, An · Act for the Miniſters of the Church to be of ſound Religion,” 

except the Thirty-fourth, Thirty-fifth, and Thirty-ſixth, and theſe Words of the 
Twentieth Article, The Church hath Power to decree Rites or Ceremonies, and 
Authority in Controverſies of Faith.” And thoſe who ſcruple the baptizing of 
Infants are likewiſe excuſed from ſubſcribing part of * Twenty-ſeventh Article 


touching Infant Baptiſm, 


All Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters therefore, who do not ſubſcribe the doctrinal 
Articles of the Church of England, are thereby excluded from the Benefit of the 
Act of Toleration, and expoſed to the Penalties of all the Laws before in F orce 
againft Non-conforming Miniſters. They are © not to come or be, unleſs 1 in paſ- 
„ ſing upon the Road, within Five Miles of any City or Town Corporate or Bo- 
* rough that ſends Burgeſſes to Parliament; or within, Five Miles of any Pariſh, 
* Town or Place where they have taken upon them to preach ; upon Forfeiture, 
for every ſuch Offence, of the Sum of Forty Pounds; One Third to the King, 


« another Third to the Poor of the Pariſh; and another tghun that ſhall ſue for it;” 
and if ſuch Perfon keep a School, he ſhall forfeit likewiſe for every ſuch Offence, 


Forty Pounds; and any Two Juſtices of the Peace may, upon Oath made of any 


ﬆ* of theſe Offences, commit ſuch Offender for Six Months without Bail or Mainprize.” 
And by another Act, upon Certificate of the Ordinary to any two Juſtices of the Peace 
of their having preached any Sermon or Lecture, the Juſtices are required to commit 


them, © for Three Months, to the common Jail, without Bail or Mainprize.” And. 


on Conviction, upon Oath, of two Witneſſes, before one, or more Juſtices of the Peace 
of having preached, the Juſtices are required-for the firſt Offence to levy a Penalty 
of © Twenty Pounds ; and for every ſuch Offence afterwards a Penalty of F orty Pounds, 
« a Third-part to go to the Informer or Informers.” And every Time they adminiſter 
the Lord's Supper, they are liable to a Penalty of One Hundred Pounds; One Moiety 
to go to the King, another Mojety to be divided between the Poor of the Pariſh, and 
ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall ſue for the ſame by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint or 
Information in any Court of Record, wherein no Eſſoign, Protection, or Wager of 


Law ſhall be allowed. 
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PRAYER. 


ye Reaſons, 


£43 
To theſe ſevere Penalties, ſuch Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters, as have not ſub- 
ſcribed the Articles before- mentioned, are expoſed : And, in the two laſt Caſes, very 


ample Rewards are propofed to the Proſecutors, out of the Forfeitures incurred; and 
the Proſecutions are, at the ſame Time, made as eaſy and ſummary as poſſible. 


It is admitted, that the greater Part of the Diſſenting Miniſters have not complied, 
and cannot in Conſcience comply, with the Subſcription required by the Act of 


Toleration. 


The Diſſenting Miniſters in general a are, conſequently liable to the Penalties above- 


mentioned. | 3 
. S * : 4 2 


I is therefore humbly defired, that an Act may be paſſed, whereby Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenting Mmiſters, if they ſcruple to ſubſcribe the aforeſaid Articles, .may obtain 
and enjoy certain Exemptions, Benefits and Privileges already granted by the Act of 
Toleration to thoſe who ſubſcribe the ſaid Articles; upon fuch Miniſters taking the 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, and making and ſubſcribing the Declaration 
againſt Popery required by the ſaid Act; and likewiſe upon their making and ſub- 
ſcribing (in the Room of the aforeſaid Articles) a Declaration of their being Chriſtians 
and Proteſtants, and that, as ſuch, they receive the Revelation of the Will of God, con- 
tained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament, as the Rule of their Faith and 
Practice. And alſo upon producing, if required, a Teſtimonial from or more 
Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters, or from or more of the reſpective Congregations 


to which ſuch Perſons ſo qualifying belong, to their moral and chriſtian Character, 


and that they acknowledge them as Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters. 
n 


I. ECA VS E the Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters in general admit of no other 


Authority in Contreverſies of Faith, but that of the Scriptures. And 
Apprehend that the Act of Toleration itfelf allows this to be a Proteſtant Diſſenting 
Principle, and of no dangerous Tendency, by exempting them from ſubſcribing the 
Firſt Clauſe of the Twentieth Article ; v/z. The Church hath e to decree Rites 
or Ceremonies, and Authority in Controverſies of Faith. 
II. Becauſe the Act of Toleration, as it now ſtands, is inconfiſtent with itſelf ; 


exempti ng them from acknowledging the Authority of the Church as to Controverſies 


of Faith, in Morde, and requiring them to acknowledge it in Practice. | 

TI. Becauſe many Proteſtant Piſſenting Miniſters cannot ſubſcribe to ſeveral 
Doctrines contained in the Articles aforeſaid, apprehending them to be contrary to the 
Senſe of Scripture; and many others cannot ſubſcribe to every Part of the. faid 


Articles, though they believe them 1 in the Main. 


IV. Becauſe the Prote lt. nting M iniſters 3 in general have no other Altermatice | 
but violating their Conſciences, or rendering themſelves liable to very ſevere Penalties, 
V. Becauſe the Act of Toleration, profeſſing to give Eaſe to ſcrupulous Conſciences, 
and not giving Eaſe to thoſe who in Conſcience cannot ſubſcribe the Articles required, 


doth not anſwer its propoſed End. 


VI. Becauſe the confining of Toleration to Matters of Diſcipline only, as the 
Toleration Act now does, is very ſhort of that religious Toleration to which every 
Good Subject is entitled. 

VII. Becauſe it is apprehended, that the Safety of the State is the grand Line which 
thould limit the Extent of Toleration. 


VIII. Becauſe it is s preſumed, that no Inconvetuencies can ariſe either to Church 
or State from making the Alteration propoſed. | 
© Becauſe, if a Connivance hath not produced fach Inconveniencies, a legal 
Toleration is leſs likely to produee them; as is evident from the Toleration * 
to Proteſtant Diſſenters in Ireland. 

X. Becauſs 


1 
x. Becanſe the declared Deſign of the Toleration Act is to © unite His Majeſty” 3 


Proteſtant Subjects in Intereſt and Aﬀection ;” which End, it is apprehended, muſt 
be more compleatly ſecured by rendering the Act of Toleration effectual. 


XI. Becauſe the Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters ak only for legal protection, and 
the ſecure Enjoyment of a natural Right; not for the Preferments or Emoluments 
of an Eſtabliſhment. 


XII. Becauſe the Reaſons for which Subſcription is deemed neceſſary under an 
Eſtabliſhment, do not extend to the Caſe of a Toleration. 


XIII. Becauſe it is apprehended, that! in moſt of the Proſecutions to which Diſſent- 
ing Miniſters are liable, it is not in the Power of the Crown to divert the Proſecution, 
or remit the Penalties. 


XIV. Becauſe the Liberty deſired is agreeable; not only to the Rights of Men and 
Chriſtians, but to the Sentiments of the beſt Writers, to the Pr inciples of ſound Policy, 
and to the Spirit of the Conſtitution. 


CASE of TUTORS and SCHOOLMASTERS. 


Y an Act made in the Thirteenth and Fourteenth of King Charles the Second, 
intitaled, An Act for the Uniformity of publick Prayers and Adminiſtration 
e of Sacraments, &c. Every Schoolmaſter keeping any publick or private School, and 
« inſtructing or teaching Youth in any Houſe, or private Family, as a Tutor or 
© Schoolmaſter,” is by Law obliged, before the Archbiſhop, Biſhop, or Ordinary of 
= the Dioceſe, to ſubſcribe a Declaration, that he will conform to the Liturgy of the 


« Church of England, as by Law eſtabliſhed,” on pain : Hs lnsSghool, and 


being utterly diſabled, and, ipfo facto, deprived of the fa 


And every Perſon inſtructing or teaching Youth in any private Houſe or F amily, 
before Licence obtained from the Archbiſhop, Biſhop, or Ordinary of the Dioceſe, 
and ſubſcribing the above-mentioned Declaration, ſhall, * for the firſt Offence, ſuffer 
* Three Months Impriſonment, without Bail ; and, for every ſubſequent Offence, 


* beſides the like 6 for Three Months, ſhall werent Five Pounds to the 
cc King.” 


By an Act made in the Seventeenth Year of the Reign of King Charles the Second, 


Intituled © An Act for reſtraining Non-conformiſts from inhabiting in Corporations,” 


it is enacted, That it ſhall not be lawful for any Perſon, who ſhall not frequent Divine 
« Service eſtabliſhed by the Laws of this Kingdom, ar af: * m or herſelf reve- 
e rently, decently and orderly there, to teach any pub Private School, or take 
any Boarders, or Tablers, that are taught or inſtructed by him or herſelf, or any 


* other ; upon pain for every ſuch Offence, to forfeit the Sum of Forty Pounds.” 


As all Diſſenters are thus diſabled by Law, from acting in the Capacity of Tutors or 
Schoolmaſters, ſome of thoſe who have engaged in that Employment, have been proſe- 


cuted, and put to no ſmall Trouble, either to obtain a Ngli proſequi from the Crown, 


or to find other Methods of diverting ſuch Proſecutions. This is a Caſe which 
ſpeaks loudly for itſelf ; and the Relief humbly deſired is, That Diſſenters in England 
may be ſecured againſt Proſecutions on this Account, as Epiſcopal Diſſenters are in 
Scotland ; and may be at Liberty to teach or inſtruct Youth, as Tutors or School- 
maſters, upon taking the Oaths, and making and ſubſcribing the Declaration, required 
by the Act of Toleration, and alſo the before- mentioned Declaration relating to the 


Holy Scriptures, if they ſcruple ſubſcribing the * oft he Church of England ; 


any Law or Statute to the contrary notwithſtanding, ' 


THIS 


Tutors and 
Schoolmaſt 
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PRAYER, 


{ + ] 
THIS is the Purport of what is, with all Humility, requeſted ; and it is appre- 
ended, that fuch an Enlargement of Toleration, and ſuch Proviſion for the 
Security of Diſlenting Tutors and Schoolmaſters, as are now pleaded for, ſo far 
From being 1 injurious, would be honourable and adyantageous to the Church by Law 
eſtabliſhed: to which it would greatly conciliate Mens Minds; and ſhew, that a 
Zeal fer its Security and Honour, in its Governors and Members, is united with a 
juſt and generous Regard to Religious Liberty, and the Rights of Conſcience. 

Should it be ſaid, that ſo large a Toleration would open a Door to Diverſities of 
Opinions; if this be an Evil, Experience teaches that it is not prevented by 


Subſcriptions : : It cannot therefore be removed by continuing them. That ran be 
done, even in Appearance, only by Compulſion: : It will till ſubſiſt in Reality. 


"Theſe Conſiderations are humbly ſubmitted to the Wiſdom and Equity of Le- 
gillature; with the-greater Hope of Succeſs, as (provided the propoſed Bill paſs inte 
a Law) Liberty will be left to thoſe who chooſe it, to qualify according to the preſent 
Act of Toleration, and at the ſame time Relief will be granted to the Generality ef 
Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters, who, together with their People, are happily united in 
the Object of the preſent Application. 
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